
Flooding to deteriorate
Onrush of water from the upper riparian forced the Dharla, Teesta and Chhota Jamuna rivers to flow above danger mark, inundating vast areas in Kurigram, Gaibandha and Naogaon on Friday, reports from the districts said.
Flooding in Gaibandha, Bogra, Jamalpur, Sirajganj, Tangail, Manikganj, Munshiganj and Dohar and Nababganj upazila of Dhaka are likely to inundate in two days, according to the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre of the Bangladesh Water Development Board. The centre also forecast deterioration in the country’s overall flood situation in 72 hours with condition in the flood-prone north and north-eastern districts worsening.
According to information received from the northern and north-western districts, several thousand hectares of land planted with Aman in Bogra, Rangpur, Gaibandha, Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, Thakurgaon and Sirajganj have already been submerged. Some 11,000 hectares of Aman fields in Chalan Beel are already under water.
Besides, farmers in some low-lying areas said they had transplanted less Aman due to the late monsoon. They feared the production would be less and the paddy would be submerged again after transplantation because of the late transplantation.
In Lalmonirhat the Water Development Board used public announcement system Thursday night, asking residents of the areas around the Teesta Barrage bypass to move to safer places as floodwater started overflowing the barrage.  According to local administration many families have taken refuge in flood shelters and on highways while the WDB workers were trying to check the gushing waters by dumping sandbags on the bypass.  People of some 40 villages of Hatibandha, Kaliganj, Aditmari and Lalmonirhat sadar upazila have been affected by the flood waters and were passing their days without food and drinking water. The deputy commissioner of Lalmonirhat has initially sanctioned 50 tonnes of rice as emergency relief for the flood-affected people in the district.
Below is the comparison between the river water levels of this year and previous two devastating flood years of 2007 and 2004 as on August 21, 2009.

	Basin
	Station
	Danger Level
	2009
	2007
	2004

	Dharala
	Kurigram
	26.50
	26.68
	25.50
	24.52

	Teesta
	Dalia
	52.40
	52.48
	51.81
	51.87

	Karatoa
	Chack Rahimpur
	20.15
	20.33
	19.02
	17.33

	Little Jamuna
	Noagaon
	15.24
	15.28
	14.02
	12.42

	Padma
	Bhagyakul
	6.00
	6.12
	6.27
	5.69

	Kobadak
	Jhikargacha
	4.11
	4.33
	4.63
	3.48

	Surma
	Kanaighat
	13.20
	14.15
	11.28
	12.10

	Surma 
	Sunamganj
	8.25
	8.70
	7.74
	-

	Kushiyara
	Amalshid
	15.85
	16.29
	12.77
	14.68

	Kushiyara
	Sheola
	13.50
	13.78
	11.33
	12.72

	Kangsha
	Jariajanjal
	9.75
	11.01
	9.55
	8.15
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