
History Repeats:  Mudslide in Bandarban – Killed 11 People
At least 11 people, six of a family, were killed and dozens injured in multiple hill collapses early on Friday in Aziznagar, sandwippara and Gazaliapara at Harinmara in Lama upazila of Bandarban. Out of 11 people, 3 of them were women, 4 were children and another 4 persons were men. Torrential rains triggered the landslide in three places at around 3.00am, police and locals said. The Flood Forecasting Warning said 225 millimetres of rainfall were recorded at Lama in 24 hours till 6.00am Friday and the amount is the highest in the country recorded on the day. 

 After the mudslide, the district administration over horn speakers asked locals in vulnerable areas to move to safer places. There  were hardly any trace of the 50 houses that used to be there. The huge area was ravaged and only the road stretching up to Lama via Gozalia from Aziz Nagar, built by cutting a hill, remained. Around 2,000 non-indigenous settlers used to live there and the area appeared to be devoid of trees. 
Mohammad Ismail, chairman of Lama upazila parishad,(as quoted in Daily Star) said the district council and Lama upazila parishad have taken a joint initiative to move people at risky places to safer areas. Mohammad Shaheen, an official of Bandarban Soil Preservation Centre, said there was no rain in the area for the last one and a half months and several large cracks had developed in the hill and at different spots. He apprehended that driving rain during the last four days might have caused the mudslide.
Bandarban Zila Parishad allocated Tk 25,000 cash and six tonnes of rice for the victims. In 1996, at least 11 people were killed in a series of mudslides and landslides at Chittar Tali, Chiwni Para and Muslim Para adjacent to Aziz Nagar Industrial area in the district. In a similar incident 130 people killed in June 2007 at Chittagong city. 
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