
One more Died in the Capital from Diarrhoea yesterday

One more person died in the capital from diarrhoea yesterday raising the number of deaths from the disease in the city to 29 in just two months.The nationwide death toll now stands at 34.
A woman named Sufia, 40, from city's Khilgaon area was declared dead on arriva after she was brought to ICDDR,B yesterday noon, hospital authorities said. The woman was rushed to the hospital when her condition deteriorated. Doctor's said that if she had been taken to a hospital in time, she might have been saved.

"The woman in question died before we could attend to her. She was suffering from severe dehydration," said Dr Azharul Islam Khan, head of Short Stay Unit of the hospital.

Meanwhile, some 634 patients were admitted to ICDDR,B till yesterday evening. On Friday 665 patients were admitted with diarrhoea.  A record 1,027 people were admitted on April 11. Doctors say the number of diarrhoea patients in the pre-monsoon season this year, and the severity of the cases, has broken all records of the past 40 years.

Some 19,570 patients have been admitted to the ICDDR,B till April 25th this year (2009), compared to only 13,900 during the same period in April last year (2008) . Three tents have already been set up on ICDDR,B premises to manage the excessive pressure of patients.

At Dhaka Shishu Hospital, almost 50 percent of the children seeking treatment are suffering from diarrhoea, doctors said. According to the Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) control room, a total of 16,376 patients suffering from diarrhoea sought treatment at different hospitals in the country last week while 1,377 were admitted in the last 24 hours till 9:00 pm last night. 

Health Minister Dr AFM Ruhul Haque yesterday visited ICDDR,B in Mohakhali and Tongi Hospital to observe the situation for himself. While visiting ICDDR,B in the morning, the minister said that he would talk to concerned authorities to improve the water supply in Mirpur, Badda, Gulshan and Mohammadpur areas where the diarrhoea situation is at its worst worse. Also, the government will soon begin distribution of water purification tablets among people to help combat the situation. Makeshift camps will also be set up in some areas to treat patients, he said.

Meanwhile, the minister ordered that makeshift beds be set up at all health facilities in districts affected by the disease. Diarrhoea outbreaks have now been reported at some 48 districts of the country. The minister also urged people to rush diarrhoea patients to the hospital nearest to them as soon as the condition of a patient begins to deteriorate.

	WHO Declares International Alert over Swine Flu 
Let’s start the surveillance or screening at airports and other points of entry before it is too late.
A new flu virus that has killed up to 81 people in Mexico could start a global epidemic, the World HealthOrganization warned on Saturday as the disease spread out further in the United States. WHO Director General , Margerate Chan said the outbreak in Mexico and the United States constituted a “ Public Health Emergency of International Concern”
The decision means countries around the world will be asked to step up reporting and surveillance of the disease, which she said had "pandemic potential" because it is an animal virus strain infecting people. But the agency cannot at this stage say "whether or not it will indeed cause a pandemic," she added.
Chan made the decision to declare public health emergency of international concern after consulting with influenza experts from around the world. The emergency committee was called together Saturday for the first time since it was created in 2007.
In theory, WHO could now recommend travel advisories, trade restrictions or border closures, none of which would be binding. So far it has refrained from doing so.

The agency also held off raising its pandemic alert level, citing the need for more information. Earlier, Chan told reporters that "it would be prudent for health officials within countries to be alert to outbreaks of influenza-like illness or pneumonia, especially if these occur in months outside the usual peak influenza season." "Another important signal is excess cases of severe or fatal flu-like illness in groups other than young children and the elderly, who are usually at highest risk during normal seasonal flu," she said.

Several Latin American and Asian countries have already started surveillance or screening at airports and other points of entry.
At least 62 people have died from severe pneumonia caused by a flu-like illness in Mexico, WHO says. Some of those who died are confirmed to have a unique flu type that is a combination of bird, pig and human viruses. The virus is genetically identical to one found in California.

U.S. authorities said eight people were infected with swine flu in California and Texas, and all recovered.

So far, no other countries have reported suspicious cases, according to WHO. Some Asian nations enforced checks Saturday on passengers from Mexico.
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