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Meghna Lauch Tragedy - Death toll rise 33
The launch sank around 1:30am on Thursday (April 21, 2011) after colliding with a stone-laden trawler that had already tipped over in the Meghna at Char Kakoria under Sarail upazila of Brahmanbaria. The death toll rise 33. 
Salvage vessel MV Rustom reached the spot at Thursday night and continued rescue operation till 8:00 am on April 22, 2011. Rescuers found three bodies floating in the river. Two other bodies were recovered from inside the sunken vessel after dragging it to the shore. The authorities abandoned the salvage operation at 1:00 pm on April 22, as there was nobody inside the vessel, the UNO said.

The rescuers also salvaged answer scripts of HSC exam, cash money and other valuables from the launch, Sarail thana OC Md Jahirul Islam said.

                                                                                       BIWTA rescue vessel Rustom pulls out MV Bipasha from under the Meghna at Sarail upazila of Brahmanbaria. 
                                                                                       Photo: The daily star. 
Out of 33 bodies, 8 were children and14 were women.  30  bodies were handed over to their relatives while three unclaimed bodies--a man aged around 50, a 35-year-old woman, and a 12-year-old boy--were buried at Rajpur graveyard.  Meanwhile, some people, who were passing tense hours on the bank of the river, said they were yet to find their missing family members numbering 10 to 12.  UNO Helal Uddin said some of the passengers may be missing due to heavy current in the river. 

Some passengers, who have survived the near death situation, alleged that insufficient light and overloading of passengers were the main causes of the accident.  A three-member probe committee headed by Hasan Mahmud Tareque, chief engineer of the marine department of Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority, has started investigating the incident.
Shipping Minister Shahjahan Khan along with Brahmanbaria Deputy Commissioner (DC) Md Abdul Manna visited the spot and pledged to provide financial assistances to the family members of the dead. Tk. 30,000 will be provided for a victim's family and Tk.45,000 for the family with more than one victim. Besides, more than Tk.30,000 was handed over to the victims' families from the local fund of DC, district rehabilitation office sources said.

Another seven-member probe committee headed by Brahmanbaria DC was formed to find out the cause of the launch mishap.

Number of diarrhoea patients increasing - Physicians suggests to follow Health rules 
As the temperature is rising the number of diarrhoea patients increased over the country. According to the report of ICDDR'B about 495 and 500 people admitted to the ICDDR'B hospital on 18 and 19 April, 2011. ICDDR'B has taken preparation to tackle the situation. In normal situation about 200 to 300 patients took admission in ICDDR'B, but the last few days its number was greater than before. The hospital authority apprehends if people do not aware immediately, situation will turn worsen. 
	An Alternative Saline

When people will attack with diarrhoea, beside ORS you can also make rice based saline as an alternative saline

Preparation of rice based saline:

One hand full of rice will be in water for 15-20 minutes. After that you have to smash it. The smashed rice will be bitted by mixing with half liter of water with additional 75ml. of water. (As water will be vaporized after boiling). Then boil the mixture by frequent stirring with the help of spoon. After two minutes of boiling you should get down the pot from burner. Mix one tongs of salt of three fingers in this boiled mixture. You can give this saline to the diarrhoea-affected patients after being normal temperature.




	Dosage of Oral saline in low stage of dehydration

	Age
	Measurement of saline in each time

	Under 2 years
	50-100 m.l / 10 –20 tea spoons

	2-10 years
	100-200 m.l. / 20-40 tea spoons

	Above 10 years
	According to the need of patients


	Dosage of Oral saline in Medium stage of dehydration

	Age
	4 months
	4-11 months
	12-23 months
	2-4 years
	5-14 years
	15 years or above

	Weight
	5kg.
	5-7.9kg
	8-10.9kg
	11-15.9kg.
	16-29.9kg.
	30kg. Or above

	ml or the same measurement of a Cup
	200 -400
	400-600
	600-800
	800-1200
	1200-2200
	2200-4000


Source: Disaster Forum Archive
Prepared By: Sumaya Noor 

Disaster Forum

5/1, Sir Syed Road, 

Mohammadpur,  Dhaka – 1207

