[image: image1.png][ — T—————



[image: image2.jpg]



`Aila’   - Failure of Common sense 
Water-Sanitation, food and Shelter is urgently Needed

Cyclone `Aila’ which hit the South-Western part of Bangladesh in 25th May, severally devastated Shamnagar, Asusuni, Tala, Sathkhira Sadar in Sathkhira district and Koyra, Dakop, Paikgacha, Dumuria and Batiaghata in Khulna District. Parts of Barguna ,Patuakhali and Bagerhat distrits were also affected .. Death toll rises to 155. But the people who survived the disaster are still fighting for the survival. Cyclone evoked flood inundated the affected areas and destroyed homestead, cattle and it posed a significant threat to their livelihood. Though some NGO’s and government have started relief operations but it was yet to begin in remote areas. 
Crisis of Drinking water and sanitation

The first and prime needs in the affected areas are pure drinking water and sanitation facilities. People are surrounded by water and took shelter in different Shelter centers are suffering from scarcity of water. One of the affected of the Sathkhira district was crying for water as saying, ` Jani bachcha kachchasoho mara jabo. kintu jol khate parle aro kisu somoy bacha jeto.’ (I know, we shall die, but if we get water we would survive for some more hours). Sanitation facilities has also been destroyed and there is very limited or no facilities of hygienic sanitation. 
Food support needed

Besides, water and sanitation the affected people need food and clothing as all of their household materials have been washed out flood water.
Children need should be prioritized
Like any other disaster, Children become the most affected community in `Aila’ . Children death is in very high in number. Various children needs that is protection , food,  arranging safe space and security should be prioritized. 
Sunderban damaged again
The 25th May cyclone ` Aila’ damaged the infrastructure of the sunderban before the mangrove forest could fully recover from the damage caused by cyclone `Sidr.’ Officials of the Sunderban west division said saline water had entered all the eight big and 14 small sweet water ponds.

 Long term Initiatives needed
Though the death toll from `Aila’ is not as high as the previous cyclone `sidr’ but it has badly affected the livelihood of the affected population. In Sathkhira most of the houses are usually made of mud. Flood water completely destroyed these houses; their water-sanitation facilities are also destroyed. ` Aila” carried the sea water with higher degree of salinity ( as it comes in May ) and thus it will create a longer term disaster as far as  agriculture and  sweet water  sources are concern. So, long term recovery and  livelihood programme should be introduced as early as possible.
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Population�
33,44,309�
�
Unions �
588�
�
Upazilas �
76�
�
Zila�
5�
�
Land�
Totally-80,667 acres.


Partially-3,09,327�
�
Road�
Destroyed-641.8km


Damaged-1,596�
�
Culverts �
152 nos�
�
Embankment �
813.1km�
�
Domestic animal �
61,440�
�
Shrimp enclosure �
18,000 nos


Worth -40 crore�
�
Fish firm�
7,000 nos�
�
Households�
20297 nos�
�
Source: .......Disaster Mgt Bureau
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