
Diarrhoeal patients 3 times higher this time  
Children are the worst sufferer
ICDDR, B Hospital in the capital is grappling with an influx of diarrhoea patients that is, three times higher than the last year of March due to lack of clean drinking water supply in the city area.
"The hospital has accommodation for 350 patients and usually we don't have more than 250. But during this season, as the situation is deteriorating every day and we had to set up extended temporary tents,” "This time last year 200-250 patients would get admitted to the hospital every day. Now, the number is over 700", said Prof Shahadat Hossain, scientist and head of longer stay unit of ICDDR, B.
 About 772 patients were admitted to hospital on Wednesday, 750 on Thursday, 652 on Friday and 618 were admitted on Saturday till 6:00pm.

Dr Hossain said," usually diarrhoea breaks out in late April. But this year, we are facing more patients in early March." He added that warm weather helps the bacteria replicate faster, leading to increase number of patients.
ICDDR,B Hospital sources said most of the patients are children, but adult patients are increasing in number.  Most of them are from slums and city suburbs.

City dwellers are forced to drink polluted water on a lack of water as frequent power crisis hits the supply. Many are left with no choice but to eat rotten food because of power failures.
Comparative scenario of this year and last two years
	Place
	Year
	Month/ Days
	No. of Patients addmited

	ICDDR,B
	2007
	March - 31 days
	6765

	"
	2008
	"
	7890

	"
	2009
	March 11 - 14 (Only 4 days) 
	2792
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